
  

  
  

  
REBUILD  AMERICA  JOBS  ACT  

  
  
Immediately  Invests  in  Our  Roads,  Rails  and  Airports  ($50  Billion):    The  Senate  bill  
provides  $50  billion  in  immediate  investments  for  highways,  transit,  rail  and  aviation,  

Society  of  Civil  Engineers  and  putting  hundreds  of  thousands  of  construction  workers  back  
on  the  job.    This  investment  will  put  people  to  work  upgrading  150,000  miles  of  road,  
laying/maintaining  4,000  miles  of  train  tracks,  restoring  150  miles  of  runways,  and  putting  
in  place  a  next-‐generation  air-‐traffic  control  system  that  will  reduce  travel  time  and  delays.  
The  plan  includes  $27  billion  to  rebuild  roads  and  bridges,  $9  billion  to  repair  transit  
systems,  $5  billion  for  projects  selected  through  a  competitive  grant  program,  $4  billion  for  
construction  of  the  high-‐speed  rail  network,  $2  billion  to  improve  airport  facilities  and  $1  
billion  for  a  NextGen  air  traffic  control  system.    The  call  for  greater  infrastructure  
investment  has  been  joined  by  leaders  from  AFL-‐CIO  President  Richard  Trumka  to  U.S.  
Chamber  of  Commerce  President  Thomas  Donohue.    
  
Establishes  a  National  Infrastructure  Bank  ($10  Billion):    The  Senate  bill  establishes  a  
National  Infrastructure  Bank  capitalized  with  $10  billion  that  will  leverage  private  and  
public  capital  to  help  fund  a  broad  range  of  infrastructure  projects.  The  Bank  would  be  
based  on  the  model  Senators  Kerry  and  Hutchison  have  championed,  which  has  been  
endorsed  by  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  while  building  on  legislation  by  Senators  
Rockefeller  and  Lautenberg  and  the  work  of  long-‐time  infrastructure  bank  champions  like  
Rosa  DeLauro  and  the  input  o   
  
Asks  Millionaires  to  Pay  Their  Fair  Share  Without  Adding  a  Dime  to  the  Deficit.  In  
order  to  create  or  save  hundreds  of  thousands  of  construction  jobs,  the  Senate  bill  imposes  
a  0.7%  surtax  on  modified  adjusted  gross  income  in  excess  of  $1  million  for  both  single  
filers  and  married  couples  filing  jointly.    The  surtax  is  effective  for  taxable  years  beginning  
after  December  31,  2012.  
  
Key  Facts  on  Infrastructure  
  
 More  than  2  million  construction  jobs  have  been  lost  since  2007.  [BLS]  State  and  
County-level  data  available  HERE*    
  

o *To  get  state  and  county-‐level  data  on  construction  jobs  losses,  click  HERE;  click  
on  1012  Construction   Choose  state  or  county     5  Private   1  All  Employees     
0  All  establishment  sizes    
  

http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/dsrv
http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/dsrv?en
http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/dsrv?en
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or  functionally  obsolete.  [American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers]  State  by  State  data  
available  HERE  

  
 The  Federal  Highway  Administration  estimates  that  every  billion  dollars  of  federal  
spending  creates  27,822  jobs  in  construction  and  supporting  industries.  [CRS,  1/6/09]  

  
 Every  $1  spent  on  infrastructure  projects  spurs  economic  activity,  raising  the  level  of  

1/21/09]  
  

 In  2009,  congestion  caused  urban  Americans  to  travel  4.8  billion  hours  more  and  to  
purchase  an  extra  3.9  billion  gallons  of  fuel  for  a  congestion  cost  of  $115  billion.  [Texas  
Transportation  Institute,  December  2010]  

  
 T

Domestic  Product  by  $897  billion  by  2020.  [American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  
8/3/11]  

  
 Freight  bottlenecks  and  other  forms  of  congestion  cost  about  $200  billion,  or  1.6%  of  

8/8/11]  
  
 Poor  road  conditions  cost  U.S.  motorists  $67  billion  a  year  in  repairs  and  operating  
costs-‐-‐$333  per  motorist.  [American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers]    

  
 Failing  infrastructure  will  drive  the  cost  of  doing  business  up  by  adding  $430  billion  to  
costs  in  the  next  decade.  It  will  cost  firms  more  to  ship  goods,  and  the  raw  materials  
they  buy  will  cost  more  due  to  increased  transportation  costs.  [American  Society  of  Civil  
Engineers,  8/3/11]  

  
 In  2005,  the  World  Economic  Forum  rated  U.S.  infrastructure  number  one  for  economic  
competitiveness.  In  just  five  years,  we  slipped  to  number  15.  [World  Economic  Forum,  
Global  Competitiveness  Report,  2010-‐2011 8/8/11]  

  
 China  is  spending  9%  of  its  GDP  on  infrastructure.  Europe  spends  5%  of  its  GDP  on  
infrastructure.  The  U.S.  puts  only  2%  into  infrastructure.  [The  Economist,  4/28/11]  

  
  
  

http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/roads
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/states
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40107_20090106.pdf
http://www.economy.com/mark-zandi/documents/Economic_Stimulus_House_Plan_012109.pdf
http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/ums/mobility_report_2010_wappx.pdf
http://www.asce.org/PressRelease.aspx?id=12884909810
http://www.bafuture.com/sites/default/files/Report_0.pdf
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/roads
http://www.asce.org/PressRelease.aspx?id=12884909810
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GlobalCompetitivenessReport_2010-11.pdf
http://www.bafuture.com/sites/default/files/Report_0.pdf
http://www.economist.com/node/18620944

